
INRE:

BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICECOMMISSIONOF

SOUTHCAROLINA

DOCKETNO. 2006-327-WS- ORDERNO. 2007-41

JANUARY 24,2007

Petitionof theOffice of RegulatoryStaff
RegardingWybooPlantationUtilities, Inc.'s
CollectionandChargingof Unauthorizedand
UnapprovedRates.

) ORDERSUSPENDING
) DEADLINES AND
) APPOINTINGtlEARING
) OFFICER

This matter comesbefore the Public Service Commissionof South Carolina

(Commission)on the SouthCarolinaOffice of RegulatoryStaff's (ORS) request,filed

January9, 2007,to rescheduletestimonydatesandfiling deadlinescurrentlyscheduledin

thepresentdocketandto appointa hearingofficer in this matter.Thepresentproceeding

was establishedupon a Petition filed by ORS October 20, 2006, against Wyboo

PlantationUtilities, Inc. (Wybooor the Company)allegingthechargingandcollectionof

unauthorizedandunapprovedratesfor waterandsewerserviceby Wyboo.On December

28, 2006, ORS supplementedits original Petition and filed with the Commissionan

AmendedPetitionagainstWyboo.

ORS assertsin its requestthat rescheduledtestimonydatesandfiling deadlines

are being requested,due to the fact that, under the presentschedule,the ORS direct

testimony would be due before the date that Wyboo is required to answer ORS' Amended

Petition.
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As to ORS' requesttbr appointmentof a hearingofficer, we find that a hearing

officer shouldbe appointedin this proceeding.This appointmentis in order that the

hearingofficer maydisposeof proceduralandevidentiarymatterspursuantto S.C.Code

Ann. Section58-3-40(Supp.2006).

Section 58-3-40(C)(1) states that upon the request of any pai_y or any

commissioner,the commission may employ a hearing officer who may hear and

determineproceduralmotions or other mattersnot determinativeof the merits of the

proceedings.Under (C)(2), the hearing officer has full authority, subject to being

overruledby thecommission,to rule onquestionsconcerningthe conductof thecaseand

othermatters.Under(C)(3), the officer must be an attorneyqualified to practicein all

courtsof this Statewith aminimumof eightyears'practiceexperience.

We find that Mr. RandallDong meetsthis qualification,andwe thereforegrant

the requestand appointhim as hearingofficer in this case.As hearingofficer in this

proceeding,wedirectMr. Dongto rule on appropriatemattersin the case,including,but

not limited to scheduling.

IT IS THEREFOREORDEREDTHAT:

1. The requestof the Office of RegulatoryStaff for the Commissionto

rescheduletestimonydatesandfiling deadlinesis granted.Currenttestimonydatesand

filing deadlinesare suspended,and the hearing officer is directed to schedulenew

testimonydeadlinesandto assistin schedulinganewhearingdate.

2. Randall Dong is hereby appointedas hearing officer in the pending

proceedingfor dispositionof proceduralandevidentiarymatters.
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3. This Ordershall remainin full force andeffectuntil furtherOrderof the

Commission.

BY ORDEROFTHE COMMISSION:

G.O'Neal Hamilton,Chairman

ATTEST:

C.R6bertMoseley,Vice_h_

(SEAL)


